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The authors have clearly taken great pains with the English style, which is a model of lucidity. Sentences do not have to be read twice to be understood. The paper, printing and layout are superb and the diagrams of a high standard.
Of course, one can find faults. Willett forceps are not often used in treating placenta prmvia and it is doubtful if bleeding from the marginal placental sinus is a clinical entity. At least, most British anatomists cannot demonstrate a marginal sinus to the placenta. More space should be given to ultrasonics. Some professors will be chary of suggesting an American text, but their students should enjoy this book very much. Teachers, at least, will find it valuable for preparing tutorials. The new edition of 'Clinical Urography' is very welcome. For those who do not know the book it is worth emphasizing that it covers every facet of the radiological examination of the whole of the urinary tract, with comments also on the clinical findings, pathology and often treatment. There are now three volumes, with more than 2,600 illustrations which fill about three-quarters of the pages, fully justifying the subtitle 'Atlas and Textbook of Roentgen Diagnosis'. The quality of the illustrations is almost uniformly excellent. As before, the text is lucid and a pleasure to read. There is an attractive absence of dogmatism. On controversial subjects, such as bladder neck obstruction or vesicoureteric reflux, the evidence is presented succinctly and the reader is left to make up his own mind. Important articles are discussed in the text and there is always an ample bibliography.
Although Dr Emmett has been joined as co-author by Dr Witten, who has been his radiological colleague at the Mayo Clinic, the book is still presented primarily as a text for urologists. Of the thirty authors of special sections only four are radiologists; for this reason radiologists may find some sections unsatisfactory. The strong clinical orientation of the book is, however, part of its strength. Radiological textbooks tend to describe X-ray appearances and techniques without reference to the clinical setting. The combination of distinguished urologist and uroradiologist working together has produced a text which puts X-ray examinations into perspective and can therefore be recommended to both radiologists and urologists. There is something in it for everyone, those in training as well as their senior colleagues. There is, for instance, a valuable section containing many illustrations of normal variations in the appearances of the calyces, pelves and ureters. At the same time, this is a book to which one can turn when presented with uncommon problems, such as brucellosis of the kidney or the use ofradiology in the study of intersex.
Everyone will find some things with which to disagree in a book of this type. My only serious objection is to the persistent emphasis on retrograde pyelography. Even the advent of Dr Witten as co-author has not allowed the rapid advances in the accuracy and potential of excretion urography to be fully digested. In some chapters retrograde examinations still provide nearly all the illustrations and are discussed in the text in situations where excretion urography would be much more suitable. Other chapters give full weight to the information that can be obtained from adequate excretion urography.
Such comments should not be allowed to detract from the value of the book. Radiological and urological libraries will want to have it. The cost is high, but cannot be considered excessive in view of the quality of the production, particularly of the illustrations. It is trivial when set against the expense of obtaining adequate X-rays and the dangers of investigations which may prove ineffective due to misinterpretation. Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1971 Aldosterone was described nearly twenty years ago and an enormous fund of knowledge has accumulated about its actions and the pathophysiology of excessive aldosterone secretion. This book provides an excellent reference review of the subject. It begins with an interesting and detailed historical survey and then deals with the methodology involved in aldosterone assays. No attempt is made to compare technical details, but the majority of important techniques are reviewed and the results of production rate and urinary excretion measurements by different workers are
